Objective: This study was undertaken to assess the effect of L-arginine at 8% on extended survival of rats with Walker 256 tumor.
METHODS AND MATERIALS

Experimental design
The study was carried out with double-blind, placebo-controlled, with random sampling. Male young rats (n=60) were divided into three groups 
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS
INTRODUCTION EXTENDED SURVIVAL OF RATS
RESULTS
Effects on the survival of animals supplemented with L-arginine. Table 1 shows the results in time of the survival of each group of animals after the tumoral inoculation, starting the day animals begin to diet.
The table demonstrates that animals belonging to the placebo group, on the 1 st day of inoculation the probability of survival is 100%; on the 17 th after the inoculation this probability drops to 80%; on the 18 th day it drops to 37,5%; on the 19 th the probability is 22,5%;
and on day 20 no animals from this group will be alive.
It was also observed that animals belonging to the group supplemented 48 hours after the tumoral inoculation, on day one of the inoculation the probability of survival is 100%; on the 19 th day after the inoculation this probability is of 75; on the 20 th day it drops to 27,5; on day 21 the probability is that no animals of this group will be alive.
As for animals from the group supplemented seven days before the tumoral inoculation, around day 20 after the inoculation, 42,5% of them have the probability of being alive. The probability drops to 20% on day 21; and on day 22 after the inoculation no animals from this group will be alive.
Analyzing the survival of the three groups through the Kaplan-Meir curve, we found the following results regarding the survival of rats studied after day 20 th :
a-the probability that rats from the group supplemented seven days before the inoculation the survival beyond this period is 42,5%;
b-rats belonging to the group supplemented 48hs
after the inoculation presented 27,5% survival percentage after the 20 th day of inoculation; and c-For rats belonging to the placebo group, the probability of survival after 20 days is zero.
Comparing the curves of survival (Table 1) , we see that rats of the placebo group tend to live less then the group supplemented 48 hours after inoculation, this one tend to live less then the group supplemented seven days before the tumoral inoculation (p=0,0001).
DISCUSSION
The present study has demonstrated a positive and significant correlation among the groups supplemented with L-arginine at 8% of VCT when compared with the placebo group. Also, among controlled groups there were significant differences, 
